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Promoting Informed Choice in Breast Screening

Very High Risk (VHR) Breast Surveillance Screening -
guidance changes

BOWEL SCREENING PROGRAMMIE POSITIVE NON-RESPONDERS ﬁ

N.1. Bowel Cancer Screening invites participants every two years, via post, to complete a home FIT test
kit. Posifive non-responders are participants who have received a positive FIT screening result (>=120
Hg/g) but have not contacted the freephone helpline to arrange further assessment. A positive result
identifies a participant as having an increased risk of having bowel cancer due to the detection of blood in
the sample and warrants further investigation. Screening can detect cancer early, before symptoms, and
can also detect polyps that can develop into cancer over time. Removing polyps can reduce the chance
of developing bowel cancer in the future.

Participant returned to
recall and be sent test
kit in 2 years from
pasitive result (if still
within age range)

Positive non-
responder letter
issued to GP if no

response after
further 4 weeks

Reminder letter issued
to participant if no >
response after 2 weeks

Positive result letter issued
to participant and GP
(Result ==120pg/F)

Your input here could
improve patient
outcomes!

Early investigation is vital to ensure the disease is
detected at the most treatable stage

Your encouragement can help ensure participants in
the bowel screening programme understand the
importance of completing the diagnestic pathway
and can help improve outcomes

A brief text message,
telephone call, or
opportunistic
discussion by GFP or
practice team may

Participants can contact the freephone helpline at
anytime to arrange an appointment with the
Specialist Screening Practitioner (SSP)

Approximately 7 participants in N.I. identified weekly
as a positive non-responder

encourage participation

and prevent delayed

diagnosis
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https://cancerscreening.hscni.net/cervical-screening/resources-for-health-professionals/
https://cancerscreening.hscni.net/cervical-screening/resources-for-health-professionals/
https://cancerscreening.hscni.net/cervical-screening/resources-for-health-professionals/
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Very High Risk (VHR) Breast Surveillance - guidance

changes

Promoting Informed Choice in Breast Screening
The PHA Breast Screening Team, in partnership with Breast Screening Units, Trusts and other stakeholders, work to ensure that all
eligible women in Northern Ireland can make an informed choice about attending for breast screening and that the service is as
accessible as possible.

Cervical Screening following Radiotherapy

GPs play an important role in enabling women to make an informed choice about participation in breast screening. Breast Screening
Promoting Informed Choice Teams within Trusts can identify and work alongside local GP practices with low uptake rates. Examples of

work include:

e Setting up promotional stands in GP surgeries;

¢ Using digital information boards and text messaging to remind eligible patients of the availability of breast screening;
¢ Providing breast screening information packs for GPs;
e Virtual breast screening information sessions for GPs;
¢ Providing breast screening posters to be advertised on GP practice Facebook pages.

Contact Details

The contact details for the Promoting Informed Choice Leads within each Breast Screening Unit are listed below. For further
information, please contact the lead in the relevant area or visit the Public Health Agency Cancer Screening Team webpage.

Promoting Informed Choice Leads in the Northern Ireland Breast Screening Programme

Breast Screening Unit Lead Contact Number Email Address
Eastern Paula Kennedy 02890333700 | breastscreeninglhst@belfasttrust.nscni.net
Northern Suzy Moore 02894424425 | breast.screening@northerntrust.hscni.net
Southern Christine Robinson 02837560820 | breast.screening@southerntrust.hscni.net
Western AnnMarie Wilson 02871611443 | altnagelvin.breastscreening@westerntrust.hscni.net
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